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Dear Parents,
It was really nice to meet you last week at parent’s evening to discuss the progress your child has made since starting school in September and how you can support your child at home with phonics, reading and writing.  I had so many positive comments from parents about how much the children love coming to school and how much they have changed in such a short amount of time.  Both classes have settled into a school routine incredibly well.  They have become so much more independent, confident, talkative and sociable which is wonderful to see.

We started this term after a much-needed October half-term break straight back into a busy curriculum.  In phonics, we continue to learn the rest of the phase 2 sounds which include individual letters and digraphs, oral blending, spelling and reading of decodable words with the taught sounds.  Daily handwriting sessions focus on teaching the children the correct formation of each letter using the Little Wandle phrases.  We have started with the curly letters and then moving on to the long letters, bouncy letters and finally the zig-zag letters.  Teaching children in this way helps the children to memorize the action.  Please continue to ensure your child holds a writing tool correctly with the ‘pinch and flip’ grip as shown in the Autumn Term 1 newsletter.  In mathematics, the children are learning about the basic four shapes (circle, triangle, square and rectangle) and shape recognition in the environment.  Numbers have focused on the recognition, subitizing, representation and composition of the numbers 4 and 5.  In PE, the children have explored travelling in different ways such as skipping, jumping, hopping, throwing and catching and how to transfer these skills into team games.  The children love the sessions in the hall and Mr Murphy, our school sports coach, makes every lesson thoroughly challenging but extremely good fun!  

Our Expert weeks are in full flow since half term. Shay started us off with Halloween and enjoyed starting a class discussion about our favourite Halloween traditions. We looked at the lifecycle of a pumpkin, made Halloween crafts using paper scrunching and folding before finishing the week with exploring the insides of our own giant pumpkins… much mess was made! 
Last week was Nursery Rhyme week where our focused rhyme throughout the week was ‘Incy Wincy Spider’. The children found out lots of facts about spiders, the life cycle of a spider and hopefully now appreciate spiders for their genius web-making abilities. We made our own webs and spiders through DT skills such as weaving wool and folding card. Throughout the week we also sang a variety of other Nursery Rhymes and talked about our favourite ones.
This week has been focused on board games and has been a great opportunity to practise a lot of important life skills such as turn taking, fairness and good sportsmanship! We have made our own mini board games by writing on our own numbers and decorating them with out favourite patterns, pictures and tv characters. We have focused on “one more and one 



less” alongside this in maths so we can move along our boards independently and share games together without too much adult support.
We have also looked at Eli’s favourite boardgame café on google maps and have stuck a flyer in the window for anyone who would be interested in going!  
Next week will be Tara’s week to explore imaginative play. We will be looking at lots of different types of stories and discussing how we can turn them in to games using all our classroom resources. All well-known branded toys and materials will be banished for the whole week as we will be using our imaginations to create our own characters, stories, buildings and landscapes to play in! 
Week beginning 1st December is Everly’s week as we go Arts and Crafts mad. The children will verbally design and build their own 3D junk model for a specific purpose, exploring different joining skills in DT.  There will also be crafts available for the children to explore independently throughout the week. 
Then it will be Christmas, as scary as that sounds! Our focused drawing club books will be ‘The Christmas Tree’ by A.A Milne and ‘The Dinosaur that Pooped Christmas’ by Tom Fletcher. The children will learn about the origins of Christmas as we read, share and discuss the Christmas Story. We will also be preparing for our Christmas Crafts afternoon by learning a few fun Christmas songs. As always, there’s a lot to get through but we have all really enjoyed celebrating each other’s interests and learning from our friends each week.

Additional Information:
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· Our Christmas Concert performance starts at 2pm on Monday 15th December in the hall.  2 family members only followed by 1 family member joining their child in class to make two decorations to take home.  Refreshments will be served. Please remember to return the slip on the concert letter back to school asap.  
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· Reception’s Christmas Party is on Tuesday 16th December in the morning.  Children should come to school dressed in party clothes and sensible shoes.  No onsies please.  Toileting is a nightmare! School will provide biscuits and a drink for this event.
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· Hats, scarf and gloves are a must now as the weather has very quickly changed.  All named. Gloves attached to the end of a ribbon threaded through the sleeves of their coat ensure that we don’t have any missing gloves and the children always know where they are.


Thank you as always for your support in school, Mr Lomax
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