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A PLEA FROM BIRKDALE PRIMARY REGARDING FREE SCHOOL MEALS
There are two types of Free School Meals – Universal Infant Free School Meals and Income Related Free School Meals:
Universal Free School Meals
For pupils who attend reception, year 1 or year 2 they are eligible to receive Free School Meals regardless of their parent’s income.  You do not need to apply for these Free School Meals, however, if you are on a qualifying benefit we urge you to make a formal application for Free School Meals, this can benefit school as we  can claim invaluable additional funding (Pupil Premium of £1320 per eligible child). 
Income Related Free School Meals
So, even though your child in reception, year 1 and year 2 automatically receives a free meal please read this information below and help us to obtain as much funding as we can.
As a Sefton resident, you are eligible for free school meals if you receive any of the following benefits:
· Income Support
· Income based Jobseekers Allowance
· Income related Employment and Support Allowance
· Child Tax  Credit ONLY (not entitled/receiving Working Tax Credit) and have an income of less that £16190.00
· Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
· Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)
· Universal Credit and have a net household income of less than £7400 per annum
· Support under VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act
We would be really grateful to all parents who feel they fall under any of these categories to call the Schools Admissions and Pupil Support Team on 0151 934 3263 to check if school is entitled to receive pupil premium for your child. It only takes a few minutes for the Team to check for you. Alternatively, you can complete the application form in the link attached to the free school meal page on our school website.
The Pupil Premium grant is provided by the government for each eligible child and this money is used to fund valuable support in the school. You can see how the school uses the Pupil Premium funds by visiting the Pupil Premium section of the website.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Even if you don’t want your child to receive a free school meal we would still ask you to complete the application form so that the school receives as much funding as possible. 
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